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to enable the widest possible commercial adoption

and 

to promote accessfor research, development, and distribution of 

Public Sector

Responds to the IP challenge

To strategically manage the present and future public intellectual property 

estate related to the agricultural life sciences, 

PIPRAõs Vision:

subsistence crops for humanitarian purposesin the developing world and 

specialty crops in the developed world. 
Small Business Innovation Research Program (SBIR)



Public Universities and Research Institutions have a 

òROBUSTó AG-BIOTECH Portfolio



PIPRA represents the collaborative efforts of universities and non-profit research 

institutions to create a òcommonsó of intellectual property to meet neglected 

commercial and humanitarian applications.

Our own 

anti-commons

Source:Graff et al., 2003, Nature 

Biotechnology, 21(9): 989-95

US public sector ag-IP Portfolio Highly  Fragmented



53 Universities and Agricultural Research Centers 

15  Countries

PIPRAõs On-line Searchable IP Portfolio www.pipra.org

http://www.pipra.org/


Public-Private Project Distribution

Graff et al. Research surveyed includes nutritional and product quality biotech projects



Biotech Companies in California: The public sector can be an 

important source of innovation and intellectual property

ÅUC inventions launched the biotechnology industry  

(Cohen & Boyer, 1973)

Å1 in 3 biotech companies within 35 miles of UC campus

Å1 in 4 biotech companies founded by UC faculty



MEMBERSHIP

Technology base

Expertise base

AFFILIATED PROGRAMS

Research and legal expertise

TECHNOLOGY ACCESS:

Legal Research and Project IP Support:

Technology assessment, IP and Patent Landscapes, and Patent pools

Laboratory Support:

Enabling technologies

LINKAGE AND SUPPORT:

Public-Private

& Developing Country 

PIPRA Assets



PIPRA Activity Platforms


